
Town Hall Questions 7/21/2020-7/23/2020 
 

These questions were answered during three Virtual Town Halls conducted from July 21st through July 

23rd. These answers are current as of those days and are subject to change with new guidance before 

the start of the school year. 

Wellness   
1. Will students be required to sit six feet apart and facing the same direction? (This is a 
special concern for my classroom since these requirements would limit seating to 7 students for 
the chemical lab.)  This is recommended practice, when feasible. We understand that each 
classroom is unique and building principals will work with teachers to come up with the best 
scenario for each classroom. 
  
2. What are the cleaning schedules for the bathrooms; classrooms? 

There will be cleaning before staff and students arrive in spaces outlined per building. Day 
shift custodial will be sanitizing and cleaning restrooms and all high touch areas during 
learning times. Night shift will come in and clean all classrooms, high touch areas etc. 
Regarding class changes, each high school is working with their return to school committee 
to come up with a plan that works for their building.  
  

3. What plan is in place If a student contracts COVID but has come to school 
since their initial exposure. Will everyone in their classes and their teacher quarantine until they 
are proven negative?  Upon learning of a positive case of someone who has been in a school, 
Peoria Public Schools will immediately notify local health officials. These health officials and 
administrators will collaborate to the assess the risk and determine a course of action for the 
school and programs, which may possibly include a classroom or building closure. 
We received a number of questions related to this topic. In every scenario, the Peoria 
City/County Health Department will be assessing the risks and we will make a determination 
based on their guidance. Monica Hendrickson, public health administer for Peoria County, went 
over scenarios in the virtual town hall videos. 
         

  
4. Is someone providing masks for students that come without them?   Will they be 
allowed to enter the classroom if they don’t have a mask?  Schools will have some masks on 
hand in case a student comes to school without them. Routines and expectations need to be 
taught so that mask wearing is a part of the daily uniform. Students will not be able to enter 
their classroom without a mask. If a student is refusing to wear a mask, principals will work with 
the family to find a solution. 

  
5. How will you social distance students in the hallways, lunchroom, breakfast? Each 
building return to school committee has its own plan that is being developed to meet the needs 
of that building.   

  
6. How will "Bubbles" be maintained if students are mixing on the buses and in aftercare 
and before care? Bubbling will be maintained as much as possible. We know there will be some 
mixing on the buses, but the A/B schedule reduces the number of students needing 



transportation. This gives us the best chance to apply physical distancing as feasible. Masks and 
symptoms checks are also in place on the buses. Before and aftercare programs also will follow 
strict guidelines for students.   

  
   

9. Why is preschool not social distancing and having full classes of 20 kids everyday? Per  
ISBE guidelines, In-person instruction has been prioritized for the following groups: Pre-K, 
English Language Learners and special education students in our district. We will continue to 
monitor class rosters and make adjustments when needed.  

  
10. What is the school's procedure for returning travelers? Will you require a quarantine 
period before he returns to school?  We have not yet received guidance from ISBE on this, but 
we will continue to monitor and solicit guidance from the Peoria City/County Health 
Department to implement if necessary.  

 
11. What will protocols be when students come to school-and workers, will nurses, 
principal, teachers be taking temperatures before they come in the school? Self-certification 
completed by a parent/guardian and/or temperature checks will be done for students on the 
bus (if they are a bus rider) or at the school before they enter the building (if they walk or get 
dropped off. Employees will follow the same procedures. What is the temperature that’s too 
high to stay in school? Temperatures of more than 100.4 degrees will force a student and/or 
employee to not be able to be in the building. Where do students go when waiting to go home? 
How long do they stay home? Do they need to be tested before they come back?  Any student 
or staff member who begins to exhibit a high fever associated with COVID-19-like symptoms 
must report to the designated area, following the building procedure. This includes any 
approved before or after school activities. Students will be provided a face covering and will 
remain in the quarantine area until a parent or guardian picks the student up or alternative 
transportation is arranged (school buses or public transport must not be used). Staff will remain 
in the quarantine area until they are able to leave. How long do they stay home? Students and 
staff must stay home until they are fever free for 72 hours without medication or can pass the 
screening question – per IDPH guidelines. Do they need to be tested before they come back? 
No. 

 
12. Will testing be done and expected for all to take so there are no asymptotic students 
and workers in the school? Will we do it weekly, monthly or on a regular basis of some sort? No, 
we cannot mandate COVID testing for all students and staff on any schedule. FYI – Testing is 
available to everyone at the Peoria Civic Center, by calling Heartland Health Services or by 
calling your health provider for testing. 

 
13. Who will be conducting the daily temperature checks? This is determined at the building 
level by the building return to school committee.  
 

14. What is the procedure if a student or staff member forgets their mask at home? There 
will be masks available at the school if additional masks are needed.  
 



15. Will we have places where kids can wash their hands with soap and warm water since 
many buildings do not have that? Hand sanitizer will be available in every classroom. Restrooms 
will be available for hand washing as well. Restrooms will be available for hand washing as well. 
We will focus on the use of soap and length of the handwashing for the students. Per the CDC 
guidelines, any temperature of water can be used to wash your hands. 

  

Childcare   
  

1. What are the options for families that have 2 working parents? We know that families are 
currently exploring childcare options. Additionally, the district is currently collaborating 
with several community organizations to establish childcare options on “off campus days” for 
working parents.     
  
2. Is their going to be LatchKey options on the days when the child is not in school in the classroom 
with someone to assist with facilitating the online learning? Before and after school latchkey 
services will be available for families during on campus days. During off campus days, independent 
learning will be available at one of the childcare hubs. 
  
3. Is the district going to assist with finding childcare for parents?  How is this to be paid for when 
parents have budgeted for only after school childcare? Yes, the District will assist parents with 
finding childcare. The District is currently exploring funding sources to assist 
families with childcare expenses.     

  
4. Most programs are full with minimal to no openings.  How will the district assist families?  Is 
there a plan? The district is currently collaborating with community organizations, to assist during 
the off campus days.    

  

Technology  
  

1. Will students be issued Streams to carry to each class or will the teachers be required to clean 
them between each use?  No, students will not be carrying devices to each class. If computers are 
shared, will the teachers be required to clean them between each use? Students will utilize shared 
devices from the school computer carts. Principals will determine how devices will be cleaned.  

  
2. Will there be a secondary device for students to use in their homeroom? Fa No, there will not be 
a second device to check out at school. However, there will be carts will devices available for classes 
when technology is needed. 

  

Curriculum & Instruction  

  

1. Will HS students be changing classes?  Yes.  Additionally, high school students will follow 
a shortened bell schedule.    

  
2. Who will be responsible for monitoring the work completed by students whose parents 
choose virtual learning? The virtual learning option will be monitored by Mrs. Barb Closen, 



Online Learning Coordinator.  She will serve as the “principal” for the virtual school, 
monitoring student progress, connecting with families, training staff, etc.   

  
3. We have a special needs child with learning challenges, in high school.  His learning is 
severely challenged using the online method.  What are the options for children with 
disabilities? Students with special needs are offered the opportunity in one of three learning 
environments: Virtual only, A/B blended (this is for inclusion students, speech only, and 
504), and M-F in person (this is for self-contained students). For a more complete summary 
of these opportunities, please visit the district’s web site.  

  
4. How will physical education classes be held next year?  PE classes will be held outdoors 
as much as possible, pending weather conditions.  If necessary, indoor facilities will be used 
and, activities will be adjusted to align to physical distancing parameters as much as 
possible.   

  
5. Since students are not attending school every day, can students wear free dress in 
primary/elementary schools? Or can they be allowed to wear spirit shirts representing their 
schools? This could help with families who have lost employment not have to worry about 
uniform expenses.  Uniforms will be required, however if families need assistance with 
providing uniforms for their children, the principal should be notified so they can 
provide guidance.  The Peoria Public Schools Foundation can assist as well.   

  
  
  

6. For High School Remote & Virtual, what is the difference between Edgenuity & 
Discovery.  Define Remote & Define Virtual. Those terms apparently are not 
interchangeable.   Edgenuity is an online learning platform which provides courses 
for students and teachers provide additional support.  Discovery Education is an online 
learning resource that can be used by teachers to support core instruction.  

  
7. For High School students doing remote & virtual, can they do after school activities & 
sports?  Students may be involved in after school activities and sports if they attend virtual 
at the high school level. 

  
8. I have a 4th grader and a pre-IB 9th grader.   If I select the online only option, will both 
children use Acellus Learning?  The 4th grader will use Acellus, the 9th grader will 
use Edgenuity.  All courses for Pre-IB students are available in Edgenuity as they 
are common high school core courses.  

  
9. Are the parents able to participate in the class selection for children in the online only 
option? No. 
 
10. If I select completely online learning and my family circumstances change in October, for 
example, can I enroll my children in an A/B hybrid schedule?  



K-8 Parents who have chosen the virtual option will have an opportunity to choose the 
A/B hybrid schedule after 9 weeks.    
  

11. Will my 9th grader be on track to continue in the IB program in the spring if I select 
completely online learning for the Fall? Yes  IB program at RHS are there certain classes that 
are not offered on the remote platform.  9th graders will be able to take courses that align 
to their pre-IB schedule through Edgenuity.  

  
12. Can I just pick up the pamphlet of homework for my kids instead of the e 
learning? Would love for them to start this year working from home and we’ll see how the 
COVID-19 pandemic goes.  

Packets are not available.  If you need a device and other supports for virtual learning, 
please contact your school.  
 

13. Will the evaluations in Acellus be the 60%/65% test grade?  How will the formative and 
homework be graded?  It was unclear how a student knows if he or she does not 
understand well enough before taking the test?  District grading procedures will be 
followed.  Acellus provides support through reteach videos before taking the test, the 
teacher will also be notified to provide additional support.  
  
14. Is it possible for my child to shift from blended to virtual learning due to any reason 
during this semester of 4 months?  High school students can only change at the end of the 
semester.  K-8 students can only change at the end of the first 9 weeks.  

  
  

15. We know Acellus will be used.  Will there be a classroom meeting with a teacher and 
other students daily? Yes Multiple times daily? Tes  

             
16. Will my primary virtual student have a dedicated "homeroom" teacher all semester, or a 
rotation of teachers?  They will have a dedicated homeroom teacher.  

  
17. Do teachers change if we roll back to phase 3 and all students go virtual again?  

No, students in A/B schedule will keep same teacher(s) and virtual only students would 
remain with their current teacher.  Teacher assignment/support will not change.    

  
18. If we select the hybrid schedule, what will the days 'at home' look like?  Will they be 
homework days? Projects? Will the students be needing adult assistance?  

At all levels, students will have independent practice opportunities connected to on-
campus direct instruction from the prior day.  Students will spend a portion of their day 
in an online learning platform that will provide opportunities for independent practice 
on core skills aligned to their individual needs.  Our K-8 encore teachers will provide 
students with their fine arts lessons on their off-campus learning days on an assigned 
schedule.  

  



19. Will there be a certain time through the day, or can the work be done after parents are 
home from work, if the work is submitted by the deadline for the virtual learning 
option?  Students have access to coursework 24/7, however are expected to 
be class meetings which include homeroom, workshops if needed, lesson launch, and 
check-in meetings.  

               
20. My daughter wants to do remote learning. Will she still be able to remain in band with 
remote learning? Yes, band will be offered.  High school students will need to provide 
transportation to school for this class.  

  
  

21. If enrolled in a program at WCTC will the rest of his/her courses will be at WCTC as 
well? Yes How will he/she receive instruction for Dual Credit English and AP 
Stats?  Currently, we are considering several delivery options to provide as many courses as 
possible for students enrolled.  Each student will meet with their HS counselor to determine 
best option based on final course availability.  

  
22. Why not have the A/B schedule be AA BB so the students and the teachers have 2 
consecutive days together for continuity as well as ability to deep clean the buildings 
between the two groups?  

This was discussed, but it creates a situation where students will have no in person 
instruction for five consecutive days. It was decided that this too many days with no 
contact.  

  
23. Will high school textbooks be distributed, and if not, will textbook fees be waived this 
year?  Textbook distribution will be based on individual course requirements.  Textbook fee 
provides all types of resources including online, textbook and other instructional supplies.  

  
24. Will extracurricular activities be allowed? This would be activities such as student 
council, French club, etc.  Yes. 

  
25. Life Skills goes to school Monday thru Friday in person? Yes, as defined by the Continuity 
of learning plan in the special education section on district website in Fall 2020 Reopening.  
         
26. We chose the A/B model. When will we know which days our kids will be at school?  

              Letters will be mailed to parents by end of the week.  
27. It sounds like the all virtual option with pre-recorded lectures might be a purchased 
curriculum. Is that correct, and if so can you share the name of it so we could research more 
about it?  
The virtual only option for K-8 uses the Acellus platform.  
  
28. Also will every class be offered virtually or will schedules possibly change if we choose 
that option?  It is the goal for students to continue with the same 2020-21 courses as they 
currently have if available in Edgenuity and Acellus platform.  



  
29. I have a student will be a senior at Richwoods this fall. He is also enrolled in the 
Woodruff criminal justice program. I have heard that he will go to Woodruff two days a 
week and never go to Richwoods. Can you explain exactly how Woodruff students will work 
and how he will have his core courses taught and by who? He also has an IEP and needs 
access to those resources.  Currently, we are considering several delivery options to provide 
as many courses as possible for students enrolled.  Each student will meet with their HS 
counselor to determine best option based on final course availability.   

  
30. Does this 5-day in person plan for special education apply to the adult transition 
program at Jamieson school or will it also be a 2-day with alternating Fridays?  

Yes, the 5-day in person plan applies to the adult transition program at Jamieson.  
  

31. If a student is sent to "quarantine" status, will their work be able to be made up for that 
time frame?  Can they participate virtually or online during that time period if they are able 
to do so?  

Yes.  Students will be able to complete assignments given by their classroom teacher 
through MS Teams. They will also have access to online learning tools.  

32. My daughter goes to Peoria high and went to woodruff half the day to take cosmetology 
school. Is that still open? Does she have to attend school to get this option?  Students will 
need to attend Woodruff to complete CTE courses such as cosmetology. Each student will 
meet with their counselor to determine the best option.  

   
33. What happens if we had marked that we would like to have our child registered for the 
blended model, but we are considering completely virtual now? Please notify the school 
before Friday, July 24.  

  
34. Monica mentioned a possible quarantine situation of up to 44 days. Will those students 
be able to enroll in the virtual only program if they enter quarantine for that long? Or will 
they be monitored virtually by the classroom teacher?  

Students will be able to complete assignments given by their classroom 
teacher through MS Teams.  They will also have access to online learning tools.  

35. How will it work if you elect to do all virtual but your child's had classes like lab sciences 
or computer classes? My son is very worried about going into this mess but also wants to 
get the education.  How will this work? Virtual learning at home coursework 
will complement the face to face learning.  There will be virtual lab experiences.  

  
36. Does the virtual only option offer IB courses for my IB junior or senior 
at Richwoods? No, to remain in the IB program for juniors and seniors, a student must 
attend in person classes following the A/B schedule.  Edgenuity or Acellus do not offer IB 
courses.  

  
  



37. Are there other online platforms that offer IB courses that my Richwoods junior or 
senior can use? The other online IB options will not fullfil the IB diploma requirements.  

               
  

Operations  
  

1. Who will be responsible for cleaning the buses & when will that be done? Our fueling 
personnel are responsible for disinfecting the buses. This occurs overnight.  

  
2. Bathrooms are not in the classroom what/ how do we manage children from other 
rooms in the bathroom at the same time? This will be handled at the building level.   
  
3. What is the cleaning schedule and plan for the schools? There will be cleaning before 
staff and students arrive in spaces outlined per building. Day shift custodial will be sanitizing 
cleaning restrooms and all high touch areas during learning times. Night shift will come in 
and clean all classrooms, high touch areas etc. Building level RTS committees are also 
designing site specific cleaning procedures.   

  
4. Have you considered conducting a mock walk-through to see how things would run with 
stakeholders? It would help besides just talking about the process, but actually 
get immersed so that you can consider other ideas and/or concerns. This is occurring at the 
building level with the building’s RTS committee.   

  
5. How's the district going to provide educational support for students that are paranoid 
about returning to school because they feel it's not safe, have psychological issues, a 504 
plan, and struggled to attend school before the pandemic?  Our district has a strong social 
emotional support network for our students - whether the student attends in person or 
virtually. We have counselors, social workers, and psychologists who have plans to meet the 
needs of all of our students and ensure they feel safe in their learning environment.  

  
6. With the students not receiving lockers, will all book bags be searched** especially** 
for the high school age students? (for safety reasons)   

If we use the walk-through metal detectors and a student beeps, they will be 
hand wanded on top of the bag search per student. We will just need more staff to 
assist in the assembly line process. Doors will be monitored with a stationary officer for 
a time to check late students also.   
  

7. Can a parent request an A or B schedule? I know the priority will be siblings on the same 
schedule, but some parents have work schedules that work better with an A or B schedule.   

Parents can request a specific schedule, however, due to the need to balance A/B 
schedules, these requests cannot be guaranteed.    
  



8. Are playgrounds off limits during recess? If so, couldn't the playgrounds be sanitized 
between classes so children could play on them?  

ISBE has recommended that playgrounds be off limits, so at this time, playgrounds are 
closed.   

  
                

Child Care  
  

1. Can I request if my kids have Mon./Wed vs Tue/Thur schedule to assist with child care?  
 Parents can request a specific schedule, however, due to the need to balance A/B 
schedules these requests cannot be guaranteed.    

  
2. How many schools offer latchkey? All Primary Schools host Latchkey programs for 
students participating in on-campus learning days.  

   
  

4. How are you going to keep our children safe when some of their class is going to an 
outside facility for childcare?  Are we going to ensure that if someone at that facility will 
notify of a positive case?  This double the amount of children our children are being 
exposed to.  While the class sizes are smaller they are doubling the contact for primary 
school children. As discussed previously, there will be a risk.  

  
  

Wellness  
  
1. Are there additional guidelines for parents to follow when children return home at the 
end of the school day? Washing clothes, keeping backpacks in a separate area, etc.?  

Parents should take all precautions to keep their families safe. Proper 
hand hygiene when coming home is essential. Please make sure parents are replacing 
disposable masks and washing students' re-useable masks on a regular basis.  

2. Are students allowed in school while waiting for test results?  
According to Monica Hendrickson of the Peoria City/County Health Department, no 
student or staff member should be in a school if they awaiting a COVID-19 test result. If 
someone has gone to get a test, they should assume they have been exposed and take 
the proper precautions. 

3. My daughter is asthmatic – will she need to wear a mask?  
Per the guidance from the Illinois State Board of Education, masks will be expected of 
students and staff. If there is a medical concern, please supply a doctor's order.  

4. How are you prepared to handle students who say they have COVID or have been 
exposed to someone outside of school? Will you take all claims seriously?  



Because of the nature of the virus and operations, we are working on the honor system 
with our families, students and staff. We will take all claims seriously in order to protect 
the healthy and safety of everyone in our PPS community.  
 

Technology  
  

  
2. Will students in both the virtual and blended models of learning be able to check out a 
district stream for use at home and on their off-days? All students will be able to take a 
device home.  We are exploring all options for both digital and packets for off campus 
learning with our partners.  

  
  

3. If students are only in person 2 days a week. Will there really need to be use of those 
computers in class during in person learning days? I was hoping that the use of computers 
would be very minimal if not zero for the in person days! Kids will be getting plenty of 
screen time during the days learning at home.  Can we strive for little to no use of 
computers during in person learning days so we limit or get rid of the need of sharing of 
devices? Our goal is to maximize our face to face instruction.  

  
 

Human Resources Committee  
  

1. I have chronic respiratory diseases but would like to return to school in the fall.  I have 
already submitted a note from my physician stating the need for accommodations.  My 
building administrator and HR indicated that the request was feasible.  I was happy about 
that until I read the guidelines listed in the 2020 RTSP which require an employee to stay 
home.  The symptoms include a) shortness of breath, b) runny nose, c) cough, d) sore 
throat, e) fatigue, and f) headache.  If you have any of these symptoms, you would be 
unable to be at work. A doctor’s note will be accepted.   
 
2. Will any compromise or consideration be given to teachers who cannot return to school 
due to medical conditions?  There is a decision tree for validating requests for 
accommodation. If a teacher were to qualify, then they will be considered for a variety of 
teaching assignments or other leave options. All requests from staff will be vetted and 
reviewed.   

  
3. Who is responsible / liable if teacher or kids get sick? We will continue to follow IDPH, 
CDC, and ISBE guidelines and that is all we can do.  
  
4. When a teacher is "out" (ill or otherwise) and there is no sub, what will be done with 
their class?  For years, we have been "splitting" that class with the rest of the grade's 



team.  The building administration will make every effort to cover classes using the best 
method possible.  

  
  

5. How will time be covered for teachers who test positive?  These types of requests will 
be reviewed using the criteria outlined in the emergency sick leave provision of the Family 
First Coronavirus Relief Act (FFCRA) guidance published by the US Department of Labor 
(Copy attached).  The District plans to adhere to this guidance. We have been consulting 
this further with our legal counsel and I will have Dr. Ike explain further. (Will be attached to 
printed version posted online).  

  
6. If a teacher has family members that are very high risk, how can they ensure the health 
and safety of them? (i.e. Dr. has recommended that child does not return and parents are 
both teachers).  These types of requests will also be reviewed using the criteria outlined 
in the emergency sick leave provision of the Family First Coronavirus Relief Act (FFCRA) 
guidance published by the US Department of Labor. Please consult with HR on these 
situations. Call 309-672-6770. 

  
  

7. If I choose to begin in person teaching at the start of the year then change my mind due 
to precautions or another reason, are we able to switch to virtual teaching at that 
time?  These requests will be vetted and reviewed for consideration.  

  
8. The IFT has called for remote learning to begin the school year due to the number of 
rising cases and guaranteed safety for all concerned.   How does PPS justify going against 
this recommendation/announcement? Per the guidelines from ISBE, in-person instruction 
is encouraged as much as possible in a way that is safe for students and 
staff. Many stakeholders were involved in the Return to School committee tasked with 
creating a Return to School plan, including our unions, students, parents and health 
officials. The plan was built around safety along with a retreat plan in case of a surge.  

  
9. Are itinerants (traveling teachers) going to continue traveling to and from schools 
throughout the school day? What precautions are we taking for itinerant staff?  

There are itinerant staff (certified and non-certified staff who travel) who travel amongst 
buildings or go to different classrooms throughout the day. They will still need to travel to meet 
the needs of students. Once we know who is virtual, AB, or 5 days a week, we will be mindful in 
developing schedules for itinerant staff. Schedules will be built so that they are in the least 
amount of classrooms/buildings as possible on a given day. Individuals will need to follow all PPE 
protocols which includes wearing of their mask and following hand hygiene as they enter and 
leave classrooms or buildings. Individuals may also choose to work virtually with students, when 
appropriate.  

a. So far, I have been told by a colleague (not from admin) that I will continue to go 
from school to school and just change my PPE between schools.  



It is not necessary to change your face mask between schools. Hand hygiene needs 
to be followed as you enter and leave classrooms and buildings.  
b. How many masks will I be provided?  
The districts will provide each staff member with 2 masks.  
  

10. Has the district considered having itinerants/therapists/push-in service providers stay at 
their school office and provide instruction virtually to the student in their classroom on a 
computer/tablet? Then there is no contamination to their “classroom bubble”.  

Yes, this has been considered. We want to offer as much in-person service to students 
as possible. We will continue to review on a case-by-case basis.  
  
  
  
  

11. How much PPE will be provided per educator?  
Two masks per staff person will be provided by the district. Face shields will be provided 
to all Autism staff, psychologists, DC staff, and Jamieson staff that they may wear in 
addition to their mask. Face shields will also be provided to speech pathologists and 
DHH staff since their work requires students to see their face. Other specialized PPE 
is being provided such as isolation gowns and smocks for occupational therapists and 
physical therapists who may be in close proximity to students during feedings and 
changings.  

12. How is the school district planning to ensure the staff's mental health due to anxiety of 
returning and being at work while a global pandemic is occurring? Our district is well-
positioned to address staff mental health. The district will have constant communication 
with staff based on current guidelines and resources the free and confidential counseling 
from ViCare and the free health and wellness Activate health clinic, which are benefits to all 
PPS staff members. The #PPSmatters team was an outgrowth from the shelter-in-place in 
spring that provided physical and mental well-being tips in addition to other pertinent 
information.  
  
  

13. Since NWEA growth is a part of a teacher's evaluation, will that be taken off this year 
since in-class instruction is going to be cut in half?  

NWEA is not only used for evaluation, it also provides academic data that supports our 
intervention model and core teaching practices. With focused, intentional, 
impactful instruction, combined with meaningful independent practice, our students 
should have little loss of learning.   

  
14. Can secretaries come in early to answer phones/questions?  Building secretaries report 
two weeks prior to start of school.  

  
15. Is there a reason we can’t push our start date back to September in order to help with 
things like heat and mask wearing and possible lessening in cases in the community? As of 



mid-August, it will have been five months since students received in-person instruction. 
Reducing continued learning loss in a safe environment is our priority to start the school 
year. Additionally, as we have learned, we cannot be sure what will happen in the future 
with this pandemic.   
  
16. What is the protocol if several children become ill and their parents refuse to pick them 
up or cannot be reached?    

We will call every available contact and emergency contact we have on file. In a worst-
case scenario, the child will remain in the designated building quarantine area until they are 
picked up by a parent or guardian.  
  

17. Will students be taking their computers home and bringing them back to school? I heard 
that they will be told to keep their Streams at home. I hope this is a false rumor. Our 
teachers are very good at integrating technology into their subject matter, plus I want to be 
able to teach my subject matter, especially since we could go all-virtual at any time.  High 
school students will be allowed to carry their device back and forth from home and 
school.  Specific guidelines will be provided to families. We will be piloting this at the high 
school level and looking at potential implementation at other grade levels.  

  
18. Will the students be allowed to come to the lab for Technology? I can have them sit 
every other computer to space them apart.  If I am required to travel on a cart to their 
classroom, I sincerely hope they will have Streams with them. I want to be able to teach 
them how to log into their computer/Stream, how to log into MS Teams, how to work on 
MS Word on the desktop and online, etc.  All tasks are hands on, and the students will learn 
by doing, not by watching a SMART Board screen.  This is a scheduling decision that the 
building principal will determine for elective courses with input from those elective 
teachers.   

  
19. Cleaning--I assume teachers will be expected to do more than usual.  Are cleaning times 
worked into the daily schedule?  There will be cleaning before staff and students arrive in 
spaces outlined per building. Day shift custodians will be sanitizing and cleaning restrooms 
and all high touch areas during learning times. Night shift will come in and clean all 
classrooms, high touch areas etc. Building level RTS committees are also designing site 
specific cleaning procedures.    

  
20. What will be the procedure if an A student shows up on a B day? Each 
building RTS committee will work through protocols for situations like these. We are 
exploring ways to further advertise the A and B days with our families.   

  
21. Do teachers have to make lesson plans that are for in-school and remote at the same 
time? Will we be given any extra planning time in which to do this?  Teachers will provide 
direct instruction for on-campus days.  They will also provide learning extensions for 
students that can be completed during off campus days.  The on campus and off campus are 
connected to support the learner with new information and practice opportunities.  



  

22. Will there be times when teachers can teach without masks? Teachers need to wear a 
mask throughout the day for the safety of themselves and students, per the requirements 
from ISBE and IDPH.  
  

23. How is it being determined what staff is working in building and what staff will be doing 
totally on-line learning?  This goes for all staff may it be teacher, TA, etc.?  When will staff 
know their roll?  Staff members that meet the criteria of working remotely will be provided 
virtual teaching assignments.  The additional positions will be filled following the process 
described by human resources.  After the total number of virtual students are determined, 
staffing decisions will be completed.  This will occur the week of July 27.  
  
24. What are the paraprofessionals role after students are done and we still have an hour 
and a half of work?  Principals in each building will put a plan in place that 
will determine tasks that will continue to support student achievement after the dismissal 
of students.  
  

25. Was any consideration taken for staff who have other jobs as the time change 
as affected our schedules for work at other places? The schedule was structured around the 
instructional needs of the students.  
 

26. Why are teachers required to wear masks while teaching when all politicians, health 
experts, media etc. remove theirs to speak whenever they step up to a podium?  How will 
children with auditory processing disorders, ADHD, ADD, sensory processing disorders, etc. 
be expected to hear, listen, learn without the advantage of seeing their teacher’s mouth 
while teaching?  If we know communication is better when the mouth/facial expressions 
can be seen, why are we requiring fascial masks when a distance of over 6 feet can be 
maintained?  Why do our leaders not do what we are being expected to do with children 
without microphones even?  People are difficult to understand in a mask.  

ISBE requires masks for all teachers with certain exceptions. Peoria Public Schools will 
be following that ISBE requirement.  
 

26. I have read that staff and students will enter and exit from one area in each school. 
Would it be safer to enter at the closest entrance/exit to where we need to go? That 
would eliminate exposure. The Building RTS committees are designing all entry and exit 
plans to suit each school building site.  

27. Many of our staff have family members or spouses that work in other school districts. If 
that school district has a positive case, do we have to quarantine? Does that take up our 
sick time? We will go through the recommended screening for each instance of a 
possible exposure. If they fail the screening, they will have to quarantine. For the 
first initial ten days of an ordered quarantine, an individual will not have to use sick time 
or personal time, according to the Department of Labor (Family 
First Coronavirus Response Act).  



28. I saw the district is allowing parents to take temps at home and send their kids to 
school. When a parent sends a kid to school with a temp, who is responsible for sitting 
with that child until their parents can pick them up? When a student has a temperature, 
the student will  be in the designated quarantine are The Building Return to School 
Committees will determine the plan for their building for the safety of the staff and the 
affected student.  

29. Will teachers be required to wear plastic gloves all day? No, that will not be a 
requirement. However, they may if they so choose. 


